BAGHDAD

Like most Americans, my relationship to the Iraq War has been very abstract. We see very little
evidence in our daily lives that we are “a nation at war”, nor are we asked for any sacrifice.
Because we do not have a universal draft, my contact with those who are involved in the war or
have suffered from it, is limited by the varying degrees of socio-economic and subculture contact
that I have. Our lives have gone on in this decade in relative prosperity, comfort, and safety,
blissfully unaware of a large-scale military operation that is debilitating our country’s well-being
and ethical core.

And so, in trying to find a meaningful artistic response to what has been an ongoing travesty and
tragedy — albeit maintained at an abstract level for many Americans — I found I could only best
make an abstract response. BAGHDAD is a set of variations on the pitches Bb-A-G-B-D-A-D. It
may be performed by 14 strings with one player per part, or by larger string orchestra with the
divisi maintained and the solo parts as noted.

— John Kennedy
July, 2006
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