HORN CONCERTO

If the idiom of a concerto is today somewhat anachronistic, the opportunity it
provides for dialogue between soloist and orchestra is not. There is much to talk
about — about today’s world, about attentiveness and response, about music —
and so this concerto is conceived as a dialogue between a wizened instrument
sounding warning and hope, and the vision and energy of young people for
whom this is composed.

In casting the horn as sage, I have used some of its most iconic elements — calls,
intervals, rhythmic motives — as fuel for dialogues of tension, despair, joy, and
hope. The horn has its own kind of virtuosity, and I am less interested in
showcasing its athleticism as in giving vehicle for its ability to sing, to soar above
the orchestra, and to round out and burnish the sound of the orchestra as a
unified single instrument.

— John Kennedy, 2007

Premiered December 15, 2007
Cleveland State University, Cleveland, OH
Richard King, horn
Contemporary Youth Orchestra, Liza Grossman, conductor

ORCHESTRATION
2 Flutes

Piccolo

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in B-flat
Bass Clarinet

2 Bassoons

4 Horns

3 Trumpets

2 Trombones

Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani + 3 percussion
Harp

Strings

DURATION: ~ 23 minutes
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